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1. 37. ' The History of Thomas Ellwood, written by himself,'
pp. 132-6 (Morley's Universal Library). Ell wood's acquaint-
ance with Milton seems to have begun early in 1662, and
he continued to act as Milton's reader for about six weeks.
He describes Milton as ' a gentleman of great note for learning
throughout the learned world, for the accurate pieces he had
written on various subjects and occasions. This person,
having filled a public station in the former times, lived
now a private and retired life in London, and having wholly
lost his sight, kept always a man to read to him; which
usually was the son of some gentleman of his acquaintance,
whom in kindness he took to improve his learning.*
P. 36, 1. 28. Chapter 9 of Voltaire's ' Essai sur la Poe*sie
Epique' (usually printed at the end of the Henriade)3is devoted
to Milton. 'Milton,' says Voltaire, 'travelling in Italy in
his youth saw performed at Milan, a comedy called " Adam,
or Original Sin," written by a certain Andreino and dedi-
cated to Mary de Medicis, Queen of France. The subject
of the comedy was the fall of man. The personages were
God the Father, the devils, the angels, Adam, Eve, the
Serpent, Death, and the Seven deadly Sins, This subject,
well worthy of the absurd genius of the theatre of that age,
was treated in a manner which matched the conception.
*The scene opens with a chorus of angels, and Michael
speaks in the name of his fellows, " Let the rainbow be the
fiddle-stick of the fiddle of Heaven; let the seven planets
be the seven notes of our music ; let time beat the measure
and the winds play the organ." All the play is in this
style. . . Milton,' continues Voltaire, 'discovered the sub-
limity of the subject, hidden though it was by the absurdity
of the piece, and conceived the idea of making a tragedy
out of Andreino's farce, which tragedy he afterwards turned
into an epic.' (Voltaire, Works, ed. 1819, vol. viii. p. 414.)
Giovanni Battista Andreini (1578-1652) published his
'Adamo' in 1613. An account of it and of other works to
which Milton is said to have been indebted in f Paradise
Lost/ is to be found in Masson's Globe edition of Milton's
Poetical Works, p. 9. Pope told Spence that he had
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